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About the Political Science, Philosophy and Economics Program 

 
The PPE major combines three of the most prominent approaches to understanding the social and 
political world, the way it shapes individuals, and the way individuals shape it. The knowledge 

and skills it inculcates in students are relevant for a whole range of careers, including politics, 
journalism, the media, social activism, the NGO sector, business, law, and academia. The  

Politics and Economics components enable students to develop an understanding of the many 
social forces at work around them, and the Philosophy component enables them to reason about 

these forces with rigor. 

 

Major Requirements 

 
Primarily, of the 16 courses needed to complete the major, at least 4 courses must be taken from 

each - Political Science, Philosophy and Economics. The possible distribution of courses are: 84- 

4, 6-6-4, 5-5-6 or 7-5-4. 

 
Basic Requirements and Compulsory Courses 

 
Irrespective of the number of courses pursued in each category, the basic requirements (4 

courses) and compulsory courses are as follows: 

 
Political Science 

• Introduction to Indian Politics (every spring semester) 

• Western Political Thought I / Introduction to political theory (every monsoon semester) 

• Introduction to Comparative Politics (every monsoon semester) One elective 

The requirement for a methods course has been dropped. 

If only 4 courses are taken in political science, only 1 cross-listed course is allowed. 

 
Philosophy 

• Introduction to Philosophy (monsoon and spring semester) 

• Symbolic Logic (monsoon and spring semester semester) 

• 2 courses - to be selected from three categories (Contemporary Core, History of Western 

and Indian Philosophy). The 2 courses must be selected from different categories. 

 

The Philosophy courses in the monsoon semester are in the following categories - 
 

 
 

Symbolic logic Required Course 

Intro to Philosophy Required Course 
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Intro to Metaphysics Contemporary Core 

Moral Psychology of Emotions, taught 

comparatively 

Contemporary core OR Indian Philosophy (but 

not both) 

Intro to Ethics Contemporary Core 

Care Ethics Contemporary Core 

Advanced Philosophy of Language Contemporary Core 

Advanced Plato: Republic History of Western 

Advanced Ethics Contemporary Core 

  

 

Economics 

• Introduction to Economics (every spring semester) 

• Math for Economics (every spring semester) 

• Macroeconomics I (every monsoon semester) 

• Microeconomics I (every monsoon semester) 

 

Specializations 

 
If you pursue 8-4-4, you’d gain a specialization (present in the transcript) in the subject in which 

you took 8 courses for Political Science, Philosophy and Economics. For a specialization, In 

addition to the above basic required courses, the following courses must be taken: 

 
Economics Specialization 

 
There is an option between two tracks for a specialization in Economics. Of the 8 courses, 6 are 

mandatory. 

 

• Track A: Introduction to Economics, Mathematics for Economics, 

Microeconomic Theory I, Macroeconomic Theory I, Statistics for Economics (every 

monsoon semester) and Econometrics (every spring semester). 

• Track B: Introduction to Economics, Mathematics for Economics, Macroeconomic 

Theory I, Microeconomic Theory I, Microeconomic Theory II (every spring semester) 

and Macroeconomic Theory II (every spring semester) 

 

For the remaining 2 courses, 

 

• Track A students can choose from Macroeconomic Theory II, Microeconomic Theory II 

and any other ECO 3xxx level courses (given that they have the pre-reqs). 

• Track B students can choose from Econometrics, Statistics for Economics and any other 

ECO 3xxx level courses (given that they have the pre-reqs). 
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Political Science 

• 4 more electives 

If one is specializing in political science, up to 2 cross-listed courses are allowed. 

 
Philosophy 

 Two required courses, 1 course from each category and 3 more electives, not bound by 

category 

Non-Specialization 

 
If you choose a PPE composition without a specialization, (6-6-4, 5-5-6 or the 7-5-4 

composition), it is considered a non-specialization. 

 
For political science and philosophy, after completing the required courses, the remaining 

courses can be the appropriate number of electives. 

 
For economics, after completing the 4 required courses, 

 
5 Courses 

Additional course - Macro II OR Micro II OR Statistics 

 
6 Courses 

Additional courses - Macro II and Micro II OR Statistics and Econometrics 

 
7 Courses 

Additional courses - 

• If Macro II and Micro II are done, then Statistics 

• If Statistics and Econometrics are done, then Micro II or Macro II 


